Accepted for publication 10 November 1993 have been associated with systemic endotoxaemia. Many abnormalities in reticuloendothelial system function have been shown in extrahepatic cholestatic jaundice.4-8
The shift in the pattern of fatty acids from polyunsaturated to more saturated ones, in the Ratio patients with jaundice, occurred in both red behaviour and enzyme function. '5 The more from stomach (n = 2), breast (n = 1), oeso-noticeable fall in longer polyunsaturated fatty phagus (n = 1), rectum (n = 1), and from an acids -that is, 22-carbon -may further affect unknown primary (n = 1). The site of the function by changing membrane thickness. primary tumours, in the other 24 patients in
The eicosanoids are oxygenated polygroup 2, were pancreas (n = 13), bile duct unsaturated fatty acid metabolites, and include (n = 8), ampulla (n = 2), and gall bladder prostanoids and leukotrienes. The three (n = 1). Table I shows the liver function tests important 20-carbon precursors -arachidonic for the jaundiced patients. As stated pre-acid (20:4n-6), dihomo -y linolenic acid viously, the liver function tests of the patients (20:3n-6), and eicosapentaenoic acid (20: in group 1 were normal.
5n-3) -were all lower in the jaundiced group. Tables II and III show the results as molar Thus total 20-carbon polyunsaturated fatty percentages, except the double bond index, acids were also lower. which has no units. There are many highly Cells of the reticuloendothelial system are significant abnormalities, and the general particularly sensitive to changes in membrane pattern of these can be seen graphically in phospholipid fatty acid composition. Thus Figures 1 and 2 
